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PERTH LOCAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 

1 IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr Michael Geeves (Chair), Mr Will Egan, Mr Graeme Eberhardt, Mr Philip Dell, Mrs Christine Beswick, 
Cr Mary Knowles,  Cr Janet Lambert, Miss Amanda Mason (Secretary) 

2 APOLOGIES 

Mr John Stagg 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Note: Minutes of the meeting of 5 May 2015 were not available for distribution together with this 
agenda. 

Mr Philip Dell/Mr Will Egan 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Perth Local District Committee held on Tuesday, 
5 May 2015, be confirmed as a true and correct record of proceedings. 

Carried 

4 DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST BY A MEMBER OF A SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF 
COUNCIL 

In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, Part 5, S48A – S56, a member of a 
Special Committee must not participate in any discussion or vote on any matter in respect to which the 
member: 
a) has an interest;  or  
b)  is aware or ought to be aware that a close associate has an interest. 

A member has an interest in a matter if the matter was decided in a particular manner, receive or have 
an expectation of receiving or likely to receive a pecuniary benefit or pecuniary detriment. 

* It should be noted that any person declaring an interest is required to notify the general manager, in 
writing, of the details of any interest declared within 7 days of the declaration. 

No declarations received. 

5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

i) Website  

Noted that in the interim, the website address reflects that the site is under construction. 

Website production to commence: Colour palette received from ThinkBig.  Awaiting provision of 
the artwork of the town map.   

Previously agreed to proceed with the website design with minor amendments, the following to 
be included on the website: 

Tabs to include: 
1. History walk – extracted from “the path of History: a walk through Perth” brochure – 

with map and all historical info. 
2. Places of Interest – William Street Reserve, Punt, Cairn, train park, etc. – also with map 
3. Monuments, Memorials and Artworks 
4. Recreation & Sporting Activities – sporting venues, etc. 
5. Public facilities 
6. School & Child Care facilities  
7. Business & Community directory  
8. Perth Local District Committee 

The Committee to provide any additional information required.  Committee to visit the websites 
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of other towns in Northern Midlands, with a view to providing input re Perth’s website to the next 
meeting. 

The Committee agreed that Will would take the lead on construction and maintenance of the site.  
Will met with council officers on 22 April, at which time the following was discussed: 

- two options to be considered for creating the site; either council creates/hosts/maintains it 
or the committee does, but there really isn’t any inbetween (we can’t support sites that 
have been created by others) 

- if the committee wishes to set up own site then they would be responsible for maintaining 
it and keeping it up to date 

- Kerin and Fiona have both offered to provide whatever photos and content that they have. 
Ultimately though what goes on the site and how it’s setup is a decision for the committee. 
Will has some ideas on what he would like to do to ‘Sell Perth’ 

- In terms of council content (eg halls, etc) the site should link directly to the relevant page 
on the council website so the content is always up to date. This is how all the ‘town’ sites 
were supposed to be setup 

- Committee will need to make sure all images are properly attributed (where needed) and 
that copyright is respected 

- Will would like to use a platform called Wix to set up the website. The cost is fairly low and 
it’s easy to use. Council agreeable; however, Will would need to provide Council with 
usernames and passwords just in case future maintenance need to be taken over. The Wix 
site can’t ever be moved from their platform, once it’s setup with them you are locked into 
it. The local district committee will need to be made aware that they’re on their own. 

- Will can develop the site using Wix’s free plan and once it’s ready, we will need to start 
paying for it and point the perthtasmania.com domain to the new site. 

- Ben will need to be kept informed re progress, especially when the site goes live he will 
need to make the DNS changes. 

- Kerin and Fiona can assist Will with content, photo’s, etc. 
The framework for the website has been prepared, skeleton at this stage.  Will waiting on 
responses from businesses.  

ii) Perth Bypass  

Michael Geeves and Philip Dell nominated as the Perth Local District Committee representatives 
to the Perth Road Community Reference Group (PRCRG).   

Noted that it was expected that the representatives would: 

 need to be committed to the project; 

 advocate for the continued growth of Perth; 

 promote the best entry and exit vantage points to Perth;  

 be mindful of the significance of Gibbet Hill and John McKay whom (in 1837) is believed to 
be the last person in the British Empire to be gibbeted after being hanged in Hobart be 
recognised, dependant on the alignment of the bypass. 

Noted that: 

 the first meeting of the PRCRG had been held on 17 February; 

 preliminary plans had been presented, with the alignment yet to be finalised; 

 the information day planned to be held at Devon Hills and Perth had been postponed to 1 & 
2 May.  

 Official launch/announcements made by Minister Hidding and Department of State Growth 
at the Council Chambers on 20 May 2015. 

 Council has formally considered the matter of a Perth Town Structure Plan and resolved: 
That  
1. Council supports the preparation of the Perth Town Structure Plan; 
2. Council’s Management seek external financial support for the preparation of the 

Plan; 
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3. Council’s Management engage with the Perth Local District Committee and local 
businesses to seek support for the project; and 

4. a funding allocation is incorporated in the 2015/2016 Budget to progress the project. 
Council Officers will engage with the local businesses to seek support for the project. 

The following update was provided in the Council Minutes of 18 May 2015 

The Department of State Growth held two information sessions (Devon Hills and Perth) in 
early May to discuss the two alternative proposals for the Perth to Breadalbane Highway 
Duplication project. The Department advises that both meetings were well attended and the 
proposal was generally well received. 

Given the relatively late introduction of an alternative design – principally relating to access 
to and from Devon Hills and the Island Block and Digger Excavations site – formal 
lodgement of the planning application is now anticipated for June. 

In the interim, the Department has erected a display in the foyer of the Council office in 
Longford. This display presents both options and comment may be made directly to the 
department staff on 1800 753 878 or email: info@stategrowth,tas.gov.au    

Perth Bypass (NMBA) - consideration be given to the implications, prepare and plan for the bypass 
of the township of Perth; that a working group be formed to prepare and have input into the 
process.  Importance of pre-planning was noted. 

The Committee noted the drawings for the road are on display at the Council Chambers.  The first 
stage will not bypass Perth.  Noted the project will put a distinct boundary around Perth. 

iii) Country Courier Article 

Previously, the Committee noted that Council is preparing news items re the membership and 
achievements of each Committee.   

The Committee noted their input into the following projects: 

 Bypass 

 William Street Reserve improvements 

 Footpaths, kerb and gutter 

 Beautification of Perth project, including street trees; 

 Relocation of the school bus stop; 

 The Town Tourism Map;  and 

 Agreed to the inclusion of membership in the article. 

To be progressed – pending further information on the Perth Bypass project, most likely June. 

iv) 10 Year Plan 

The Committee to consider projects for inclusion in the 10 year plan for Perth.  The Committee 
raised concerns relating to the difficulty of preparing a 10 year plan as future land use would be 
impacted by the location of the Perth Bypass.  Matter to be discussed further following meeting 
of Perth Road Community Reference Group and once additional information is made available. 

Committee discussed the 10 year plan concept and agreed that future planning should include 
provision for cycleways/bikeways, footpaths and the creation of corridors and linkages to the 
various areas of the town.   

Noted that a power point presentation had been developed titled Perth Development and Traffic 
Plan and is available on Council’s website at 
www.northernmidlands.tas.gov.au/files/Strategic_Projects/Perth_Development__Traffic_Plan_-
_190315.pdf  

Footpath map of Perth to be circulated for consideration. 

mailto:info@stategrowth,tas.gov.au
http://www.northernmidlands.tas.gov.au/files/Strategic_Projects/Perth_Development__Traffic_Plan_-_190315.pdf
http://www.northernmidlands.tas.gov.au/files/Strategic_Projects/Perth_Development__Traffic_Plan_-_190315.pdf
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v) Budget 2015/16 

Noted that the following budget item list put forward for Councils consideration in the 2015/16 
budget, had been forwarded to Council’s Corporate Services Manager: 

 Fairtlough Street footpath 
Recommendation that in view of the Planning Application to change the use of 180 
Fairtlough Street, Perth to a Medical Centre, that the footpath from the Midland Highway 
(on the northern corner of Fairtlough Street) be extended to the east to the frontage of the 
proposed Medical Centre, prior to the opening of the facility considered at the 16 February 
council meeting. 

 Arthur Street footpath 

vi) Talisker Street carpark 

Talisker Street carpark works complete. 

vii) Weir in South Esk River (Perth River dam) 

Works undertaken to repair the weir in the South Esk River at Perth.   

viii) Vulnerable Road Users Funding 

The Committee noted that a funding application had been submitted to address the issues related 
to parking and vehicle movements in Fore Street, Perth. 

Funding announced. 

6 CUSTOMER REQUESTS  

Date  Item Description Comment/ Action Taken 

3/2/15 William Street 
Reserve 

replace the rubbish bin at the corner of the 
reserve, near Elizabeth Street, in the vicinity 
of ‘Beulah’. 

Bin not to be installed in short term.  Issue 
to be monitored. 

31/3/15 Bus Stop – 
Clarence Street 

Consideration be given to upgrade of 
Clarence Street bus stop, gravel and 
possible bus shelter. 

 

31/3/15 Bus Stop – 
Clarence Street 

Hedge clippings to be removed from site  

7 MATTERS PENDING 

i) Roadworks, Intersection Upgrades and associated projects 

The Committee agreed to list the following items as pending, to be considered in conjunction with 
information/planning for the Perth Bypass. 

 Connectivity of Streets – North Perth/Devon Hills  

 Elizabeth Street Intersection with the Midland Highway 

 Significance of Gibbet Hill and John McKay whom (in 1837) is believed to be the last person 
in the British Empire to be gibbeted after being hanged in Hobart. 

Noted that: 

 Midland Highway/Drummond Street Intersection – part of Midland Highway upgrade. 

 Eskleigh Intersection substantially complete. 

ii) Beautification of Perth / Town Entrance 

Entrances to Perth require upgrading, in particular, the improvement of the northern entrance to 
Perth (any improvements may be limited by land ownership, however, may be possible to plant 
low lying shrubs and gardens at the entrance to Youl Main Road)   

Programmed to plant more trees in the main street, with plans to continue tree plantings to the 
north of the Honey Company. 

Noted that, as required, additional trees would be planted in the Main Street in June/July 2015.  
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Matter pending – awaiting provision of concept design details for the Perth Bypass. 

iii) Australia Day 2017 

2017 Australia Day event to be held at Perth.  Agreed that the committee would participate in the 
facilitation and assist with communications with the various service groups in the community. 
Interested parties to contact Ms Mason (2016 at Longford). 

Noted that the Cricket Club would consider participation in the event at their next meeting. 

8 NEW BUSINESS 

i) Memorandum of Understanding 

A report was tabled at the 18 May Council Meeting in relation to the standardisation of the 
MOU’s for local district committees.  The report and revised standard MOU adopted by Council 
are attached for information. 

It should be noted that with the adoption of the new MOU, the terms of office of members of all 
committees will expire in June 2016 with the AGM’s to be held in July 2016. AGM’s will be held bi-
annually thereafter.  Nominations for membership to all committees will be advertised in May 
2016.  

It is recommended that the Committee formally adopt the new MOU. 

Mr Graeme Eberhardt/Mrs Christine Beswick 
That the Committee  
1. adopt the attached Memorandum of Understanding;  
2. authorise the Chair to sign the Memorandum of Understanding 
3. note that  

i) the next Annual General Meeting of the Committee will be held in July 2016; and  
ii) the current term of membership of members will expire after ratification of the new 

membership at the Council Meeting in June/July 2016. 
 Carried 

ii) Council Minutes 18 May 2015 - Information Items:  

The following information items included in the 18 May 2015 Council Meeting Minutes have been 
attached for information. 

22 Cat Management  
24 Overhanging Trees  

The Committee noted the above items. 

iii)  Dog exercise area 

 It was suggested that a dog exercise area be created at the William Street Reserve.   

Mrs Christine Beswick/Mr Graeme Eberhardt 

 That Council investigate the opportunity of a designated dog exercise area at William Street 
Reserve, Perth. 

Carried 

iv) William Street Reserve  

The Committee noted the gate at the William Street Reserve has been locked for winter.  Enquiry 
was made as to procedure - who locks the gate and how long for?  
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v) Seccombe Street 

The Committee noted the new playground in Seccombe Street is almost complete and looking 
good.   

Mr Graeme Eberhardt/Mr Philip Dell 

The Perth Local District Committee requests Council plant trees at Seccombe Street park. 

Carried 

vi) July meeting 

The Committee agreed to cancel the July meeting of the Perth Local District Committee unless an 
urgent matter arises.  

9 CLOSURE 

The next meeting is scheduled to be held at the Community Centre Perth at 5.30pm on Tuesday, 4 
August 2015. 

Meeting closed 5:53pm.



 

MINUTES – ORDINARY MEETING 

18 MAY 2015 

124/15 NORTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL LOCAL DISTRICT 
COMMITTEES – MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

Responsible Officer: Maree Bricknell, Acting General Manager 
Report prepared by: Amanda Mason, Executive Officer 

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT  

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a revised Memorandum of Understanding for the 7 
local district committees of the Northern Midlands Council, for approval. 

2 INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

The Northern Midlands Council has 7 local district committees, one for each major township in the 
municipality.  They are: 

 Avoca, Royal George & Rossarden Local District Committee (meeting bi-monthly); 

 Campbell Town District Forum (meeting monthly); 

 Cressy Local District Committee (meeting bi-monthly); 

 Evandale Advisory Committee (meeting monthly); 

 Longford Local District Committee (meeting monthly); 

 Perth Local District Committee (meeting monthly); and  

 Ross Local District Committee (meeting monthly). 

Each committee is a special committee of Council created pursuant to section 24 of the Local Government 
Act 1993.   

The purpose of the committees is to act as a focal point between Council and the Community, identifying 
local needs and providing feedback to Council on decisions.   

The Committees are all of varying ages.  Some have been in place since 1994, others have been formed in 
more recent years.   

The relationship between the Northern Midlands Council and each committee is governed pursuant to a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  The purpose of the MOU is to: 

 set the purpose, roles and responsibilities of the committee; and 

 provide guidelines in respect to membership and meeting procedures.  

At present, the term of membership for the committees is two (2) years.  However, each committee is to 
hold an Annual General Meeting every year (except Evandale Advisory Committee which has amended its 
MOU to make the General Meeting bi-annually).  The MOU is generally reviewed at the Annual General 
Meeting and amendments are proposed.  As such, the MOU for each committee is different as they have 
slowly changed and evolved on an individual basis over time.  As a result, there lacks consistency between 
the 7 committees. 

It has been some time since the Memorandum of Understanding for all committees has had a thorough 
review by Council officers.   

3 STRATEGIC PLAN 2007/2017 

The Strategic Plan 2007/2017 (2012/2013 Revision) provides the guidelines within which Council operates.  
The following “Volume 1 – Mapping Our Direction” goals have relevance to this issue: 

 Part 1 – Governance 
1.1 - Governance 
1.3 - Community Dialogue 
1.4 – Community Agendas 

Item 8(i) 



 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

N/A 

5 STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

Each committee is formed as a special committee of Council pursuant to section 24 of the Local 
Government Act 1993.  Pursuant to section 24(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 the Council is to 
determine the procedures relating to meetings of a special committee.   

At present, pursuant to the current MOUs local district committee meetings are to be held in accordance 
with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005.   

6 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The financial implication for Council in respect to the local district committees is the time dedicated by each 
officer to each committee, plus travel and administrative costs.   

Combined annual cost of committees per year: 
Council officer time (including on costs):  $ 28,476.36 
Council Manager time (including on costs): $   8,486.67 
Travel costs: $   2,105.28 
Stationary:  $      420.00 
Advertising: $     875.00 
End of year functions: $   2,215.00 
ESTIMATED TOTAL COST PER YEAR: $ 42,578.31 

The calculation of time spent by Council Officers on each committee per month is comprised of preparation 
of Agendas and Minutes, travelling to and from meetings, attending meetings and actioning requests from 
meetings, as well as other miscellaneous enquiries received throughout the month between meetings.   

It is important to note that it is expected the advertising costs will decrease if the draft MOU is approved, 
bringing the term of each committee in line, which means that advertising will only need to occur once 
every two years for all seven committees. 

7 RISK ISSUES 

The members of the local district committees do not receive any formal training, in particular in respect to 
the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005.  It has been identified that binding the 
committees to legislation, without providing formal training places an unrealistic expectation on the 
committee.  On this basis, the revised MOU outlines the specific requirements for the meetings, to avoid 
confusion. 

8 CONSULTATION WITH STATE GOVERNMENT 

N/A 

9 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

All 7 committees have been asked for their contribution and suggested amendments to the MOUs at their 
most recent AGMs.  Several suggestions have been received including: 

 the number of members per committee be capped at 10; 

 there be a minimum number of members identified for each committee; 

 all committees run for the same period, eg from 1 July 2015 to 30 June 2017; 

 the requirement for an Annual General Meeting be removed, and a General Meeting be held bi-
annually, at the commencement of the new term of membership. 

10 OPTIONS FOR COUNCIL TO CONSIDER 

 To review the attached draft Memorandum of Understanding and if accepted refer to the Local 
District Committees for acceptance; or 

 Propose further changes to the draft Memorandum of Understanding.  



 

11 OFFICER’S COMMENTS/CONCLUSION 

A thorough review of the MOU for all the local district committees had not been conducted for some time.  
As a result of consultation with the committee members, as well as observation of the running of the 
committees it was identified that a review and update of the MOU was required.  The primary issues which 
have been identified are: 

 The term of membership for each committee is two years.  Therefore, the need for an annual general 
meeting is considered by a majority of committees as unnecessary.  Legislation does not require a 
special committee of Council to have an annual general meeting. 

 Moving the terms for the committees to all fall due at the same time will significantly reduce the 
time and cost involved in advertising vacancies and holding the General Meetings.   

 Properly identifying the meeting procedures in the MOU reduces the onus on the Chairperson to be 
compliant with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005 without having 
received formal training.   

 Capping the membership, and providing a minimum number of participants allows for uniformity 
between all committees.  Setting the meeting quorum amount in the MOU has also been important 
in ensuring sufficient numbers are present to hold a meeting.  

12 ATTACHMENTS 

12.1 Draft Memorandum of Understanding 
12.2 Memorandum of Understanding – Avoca, Royal George & Rossarden Local District Committee 
12.3 Memorandum of Understanding – Campbell Town District Forum 
12.4  Memorandum of Understanding – Cressy Local District Committee 
12.5 Memorandum of Understanding – Evandale Advisory Committee 
12.6 Memorandum of Understanding – Longford Local District Committee 
12.7  Memorandum of Understanding – Perth Local District Committee 
12.7 Memorandum of Understanding – Ross Local District Committee 

RECOMMENDATION 1 

That the matter be discussed by Council.  

RECOMMENDATION 2 

That Council endorse the draft Memorandum of Understanding to apply to all 7 local district committees 
and the Memorandum of Understanding be circulated to all 7 committees for their approval.  

DECISION 
Cr Goninon/Cr Lambert 

That the matter be discussed. 
Carried unanimously  

Cr Calvert/Cr Polley 
That  
i) Council endorse the draft Memorandum of Understanding to apply to all 7 local district 

committees and the Memorandum of Understanding be circulated to all 7 committees 
for their approval;  and  

ii) Council officers enter into discussion with the Committees and recommend that they 
consider holding the minimum of 6 meetings per year at which council resources/ 
secretarial assistance is to be provided. 

Carried unanimously 



 

STANDARD MOU 
XXX LOCAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

1. SCOPE 

The XXX Local District Committee was established as a special committee of the Northern Midlands Council 
on XX DATE pursuant to section 24 of the Local Government Act 1993.   

2. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the XXX Local District Committee is to: 

 Provide a focal point for information between the Northern Midlands Council and the community of 
XXX; 

 Identify and prioritise needs of the local community of XXX; 

 Consider and provide feedback to the Northern Midlands Council in respect to key strategic issues for 
the community of XXX.  

3. PARTIES TO THE AGREEMENT 

This agreement is between the Northern Midlands Council and the members of the XXX Local District 
Committee.  

4. MEMBERSHIP 

Membership of the XXX Local District Committee shall comprise of a minimum of five (5) members and a 
maximum of ten (10) members. 

Members are appointed for a term of two (2) years (term of membership).  The term of membership is to 
commence in July and conclude in June.  

Members are to comprise of residents of XXX and representatives of community organisations. 

Membership of the XXX Local District Committee is to be advertised at least 6 weeks, but no more than 8 
weeks prior to the expiration of a term of membership.  Advertising is to occur in: 

 the Country Courier Newspaper; and 

 One paid advertisement in the Examiner Classifieds. 

Should the number of nominations for membership exceed the number of vacancies, Council’s executive 
will determine the successful members. 

In the event that insufficient nominations are received to fill the number of vacancies, Council will, 
periodically, re-advertise the positions in the Country Courier Newspaper and the Examiner Newspaper. 

Nominations to Committees with less than 10 members can be made at any time. 

In the event that less than 5 nominations for membership are received the Committee is to go into recess 
until a sufficient number of nominations are received. 

Membership is to be ratified by the Northern Midlands Council at an ordinary Council meeting prior to the 
commencement of the term of membership. 

At the conclusion of their terms of office, members are eligible to re-nominate to the Committee. 

The Committee shall have the power to appoint from within the membership the following officers: 

 Chairperson 



 

 Vice Chairperson 

All officers shall be appointed at the General Meeting held at the commencement of a two year term of 
appointment. 

Members of the Committee will be deemed to vacate their position if they are absent without leave from 
three (3) consecutive meetings of the Committee.  

5. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The following are the roles and responsibilities of the XXX Local District Committee: 

 To draw the attention of Council to any matters of concern within the XXX district. 

 To consider and report on any matters which may be referred to it by the Northern Midlands Council. 

 To liaise with the community and special interest groups to ascertain their views/opinions on local 
issues and projects. 

 To receive communications from the local community and special interest groups and forward their 
letters/requests with appropriate comment/recommendations to Council. 

 To recommend to Council in March each year a prioritised list of works and services to be considered 
for funding including projects that could be considered for funding under appropriate Federal and 
State Government schemes. 

 To provide comment to Council in respect to the XXX community’s interests in land use planning 
matters such as scheme amendments and non-compliance issues.  

 To contribute to a strategic plan that addresses capital works, routine and governance issues that 
would improve the amenity of the XXX community and such plan would be put forward to the 
Northern Midlands Council for consideration in planning and budget processes. 

The Committee’s primary and priority focus shall be strategic and governance issues that affect the XXX 
community.  Other matters shall be addressed directly using Council’s existing structures – eg maintenance 
and routine issues. 

6. MEETING PROCEDURES 

There are to be a minimum of 6 meetings of the XXX Local District Committee on an annual basis. 

Meeting length is not to exceed 1.5 hours.   

Notice of a meeting is to be given to the members of the XXX Local District Committee at least 4 days but 
not more than 14 days prior to an ordinary meeting. 

An agenda for the meeting is to be provided to the members of the XXX Local District Committee at least 4 
days prior to an ordinary meeting.  

A meeting quorum is a majority of the XXX Local District Committee current membership.  For example, if 
the total number of members is 8, the quorum is 5. 

A decision by the XXX Local District Committee is to be made by consensus (half the members present at a 
meeting, plus one).  In the event the decision is split, the Chair is to make the final decision. 

Minutes of an ordinary meeting are to be circulated as soon as practicable after the meeting, but no more 
than 10 days after the meeting.  

If required, subgroup meetings will be arranged outside of ordinary meeting times, at a time convenient to 
the subgroup members. 

Meetings are to be governed in accordance with the procedures stated above, and in the event, this 
Memorandum of Understanding is silent in respect to a procedure, reference is to be made to the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005 for the appropriate procedure. 



 

7. COMMUNICATION, INFORMATION SHARING AND CONSULTATION 

The Northern Midlands Council will, at its Annual General Meeting, following a local government 
election, appoint a Councillor representative to the XXX Local District Committee.  The role of the 
Councillor is to: 

 Provide information to the Committee from the Council. 

The Councillor representative is an advisory role only and the Councillor is not entitled to move or vote 
on any decisions made by the committee. 

Minutes of the meetings of the XXX Local District Committee are to be reported to the Northern Midlands 
Council as an information item to the next Council meeting after the meeting of XXX Local District 
Committee.  .  

If the XXX Local District Committee wishes Council to investigate a matter it must put a motion to the 
Northern Midlands Council for consideration. 

The Secretary is to report back to the Committee the outcome of any motions. 

8. REVIEW AND EVALUATION 

At the General Meeting of the XXX Local District Committee held at the commencement of each term of 
appointment, the XXX Local District Committee is to review this Memorandum of Understanding and 
suggest amendments to its content.  

9. RESOURCES 

Secretarial assistance is to be provided by the Northern Midlands Council to the XXX Local District 
Committee on at least 6 instances annually. 

XXX LOCAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE  
 

  CHAIRPERSON 

 DATE: 
 

  
 

NORTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL  
 

  MAYOR 

 DATE: 
 

  
 

 WITNESS: 
 

  GENERAL MANAGER 

 DATE: 
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120/15 INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

22 CAT MANAGEMENT  

Prepared by:  Duncan Payton, Planning & Development Manager 

The issue of cat management and the public concern surrounding feral cats, as well as roaming domestic 
cats, is both protracted and complex. 

In 2009, the State Government enacted legislation to require the micro-chipping and de-sexing of all cats, 
other than those of registered breeders. However, practical enforcement of such a requirement has 
remained elusive. 

In March 2015, Council supported a motion, stemming from the Ross Local District Committee, to 
investigate the introduction of a registration scheme for cats as a means of stemming the flow of domestic 
cats into the feral population. 

On 06 May 2015 the Hon. Jeremy Rockliff, Minister for Primary Industries and Water, announced that: 

The Hodgman Liberal Government is taking decisive action on feral cat concerns and will deliver 
Tasmania’s first Cat Management Plan by the year’s end. 

Managing feral and stray cats is a community-wide problem and a complex issue that requires a 
range of approaches to manage the impacts on native wildlife, livestock and human health. 

To date, legislation has been the focus but it is clear that this ignores the complexity of the issue. 

The management of cats requires fostering responsible ownership, building awareness of the impacts 
cats can have and importantly tackling the problem of feral cats. 

The State has undertaken to establish a reference group, involving key organisations with a direct interest 
in cat management and ownership, to drive the development and implementation of the plan. The 
reference group is to provide a draft Cat Management Plan for consideration by the end of 2015. 

It is considered appropriate that NMC await the outcome of this Cat Management Plan before taking any 
further action. 

24 OVERHANGING TREES  

Prepared by:  Duncan Payton, Planning & Development Manager 

At its 16 March 2015 meeting (min ref 79/15) Council resolved to adopt the Overhanging Trees Policy. 

In essence, the Policy provides for twice yearly inspections of urban streets with letters and if necessary 
notices sent to property owners where the required clearances are not maintained. As a last resort 
infringement notices will be served and contractors arranged to undertake the necessary works. 

The following will be required prior to commencement of these inspections: 
1.  Advise the community through the Country Courier, Council's supplement in the Examiner and 

through Council's web-page; and 
2.  Budget allocation. The March report to Council noted that effective implementation of the Policy was 

likely to require staffing at 0.2 FTE (with on-costs, approximately $15,000). 

In the interim, staff will continue to respond to specific requests as resources allow.   
 

Item 8(ii) 


