
Cressy District Committee MINUTES  26 November 2025,  

7 pm at the Cressy Fire Station, 73 Main Street Cressy. 

 

1. Opened: Meeting commenced at 7:05pm 

Attendees: Andy Byard, Daniel Rowbottom, Angela Jenkins, Peter Goss, Ann Green, 
Petrina Goss 

Guest:  

Apologies: Helen Williams, Toni Burton, Maurita Taylor and Cr Richard Goss 

2. Declaration of Pecuniary interest:   

In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, a member of a Special 
Committee must not participate in any discussion or vote on any matter in respect to which the 
member: 

a) has an interest; or 

b) is aware or ought to be aware that a close associate has an interest. 

A member has an interest in a matter if the matter was decided in a particular manner, receive, or have 
an expectation of receiving or likely to receive a pecuniary benefit or pecuniary detriment. Nil 

 

3. Acknowledgement of Country: 

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community as the traditional and 
original owners, and continuing custodians of this land on which we gather today and acknowledge 
Elders – past, present, and emerging. 

 

4. Confirmation of previous minutes: 

The minutes of the meeting of the Cressy Local District Committee held on 1 October 2025 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record of proceedings.  

Moved: Daniel Rowbottom  second: Angela Jenkins  carried 

 

5. Business arising 

  Action 

5.1 Water Tower Mural. 
30 June 2025 – Email to Emma Helks TasWater 
21 July 2025 - Cressy Water Tower Mural - Community Submission  
22 July 2025 Louis Van Ek – TasWater Community Programs 
Manager 
Shearing photo is the committee’s choice. 
Confirmed - project will be undertaken in February 2026. 

TasWater will lead 
community consultation. 
Louis Van Ek will initiate the 
project when he is back from 
leave in February 2026 



https://northernmidlands.tas.gov.au/documents/strategic-annual-plan/strategic-projects
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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF THE LONGFORD DISTRICT COMMITTEE  
 WEDNESDAY 7th JANUARY 2026. COMMENCING AT 5:30 PM 

HELD AT LONGFORD WAR MEMORIAL HALL, MEETING ROOM 1 
 

1. PRESENT – Peter Munro (Chair), Annette Aldersea, Bronwyn Baker (from 5:50pm),  
Joanne Clarke, Kenneth Richards, Frances Stewart, Neil Tubb 

 
2. IN ATTENDANCE – Cr. Matthew Brooks  

    
3. APOLOGIES – Christine Darke, Cr. Dick Adams 

 
4. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST BY A MEMBER OF A SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF 

COUNCIL 
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, a member of a Special 
Committee must not participate in any discussion or vote on any matter in respect to which the 
member:  
     a)  has an interest; or 

     b)  is aware or ought to be aware that a close associate has an interest.  
A member has an interest in a matter if the matter was decided in a particular manner, receive, 
or have an expectation of receiving or likely to receive a pecuniary benefit or pecuniary 
detriment. 

No declaration of any pecuniary interest was declared by any person present. 
 
5. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community as the 
traditional and original owners, and continuing custodians of this land on which we gather 
today and acknowledge Elders – past, present, and emerging. 
 
6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting of the Longford District Committee held on 3rd DECEMBER, 2025 
confirmed as a true and correct record of proceedings.  
Moved – Annette Aldersea         Second – Ken Richards 
 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 

7.0 PROMOTIONAL ISSUES: 
 
7.1 Signage for Longford Roundabout. 
Ref. Addendum to Minutes.  
NMC 17/11/25. Exec Assistant – NMC Works Order to be submitted to Dept. State Growth. 
 
7.2  Proposed relocation of the stone Longford entrance wall to the Woolmers end of 
Longford. 
Ref. Addendum to Minutes.  
NMC 17/11/25 Exec Assistant – Information to be forwarded to Dept. State Growth for 
approval. 
NMC 3/12/25 Exec Assistant – Wall to remain in situ. Works permit application to DSG for kerb 











http://www.recyclerewards.com.au/












https://trusttrees.org.au/nominate
https://trusttrees.org.au/nominate


http://www.northernmidlands.tas.gov.au/longford
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LONGFORD DISTRICT COMMITTEE - ADDENDUM TO MINUTES 
 

 WEDNESDAY 7th JANUARY 2026  
 

ITEMS ON HOLD – NO UPDATE 
 
7.0 PROMOTIONAL ISSUES: 
 
7.1 Signage for Longford Roundabout. 
LDC received notification from Council that the Department of State Growth will not approve the 
installation of the Longford roundabout sign until their stipulated  
conditions have been met. One condition is the removal of two of the entry signs at the northern 
entrance into Longford.  
The LDC was unanimous that it strongly objects to the removal of the significant stone  
“Longford” wall near the railway line. Committee members believe it has been in place for 40 – 50 
years and must not be removed under any circumstances. 
• 22/7/24 NMC Minute  – Action Items – 04/07/2024 Engineering Officer Awaiting report from 

consultant. 
• Noted that it is in the NMC Council Budget 24/25 with $200,000 funding allocated. 
• Sign may not go in until roundabout is repaired. 
• 8/1/25 NMC Minute  – Engineering Officer received report from consultant. 
• 7/2/25 NMC Engineering Officer reports that DSG have indicated that the Stone sign 

construction and location needs to be reviewed as part of the approval process for Welcome to 
Longford promotional signage and town signage on the Longford Roundabout. 

• 25/2/25 Works Manager advised Traffic Engineer to inspect by 14/3/25 
• 14/4/25 NMC Action Items: Traffic Engineer report received by NMC and a report is being 

prepared for a future Council Meeting. 
• NMC Action Items p.23-24 Consultant report sent to State Growth, awaiting response. 16/6/25 

Engineering Officer sent follow up email to DSG. 
• NMC Budget Items – Deferred. 
• 18/8/25 NMC Action Items: 4/8/25 Letter sent to General Manager State Growth. 

ACTION: Continue to monitor. 
 
7.2 Proposed relocation of the stone Longford entrance wall to the Woolmers end of Longford. 
Longford District Committee members were unanimous in opposition to this proposal. 

• 6/1/25 MOTION: The Longford District Committee request that the Northern Midlands 
Council ensures that, in view of recent discussions regarding historical nature of the 
Longford Entrance Wall, it remain in situ or in close proximity to its current location. Moved: 
Bronwyn Baker. Seconded: Christine Darke. Carried Unanimously. 

• 20/1/25 NMC Minute 25/009 That Council notes the Committee’s recommendation. 
Officer’s comment: The Officer is assessing options and will report to the Council. 

• 7/2/25 NMC Engineering Officer reports that DSG have indicated that the Stone sign 
construction and location needs to be reviewed as part of the approval process for 
Welcome to Longford promotional signage and town signage on the Longford Roundabout. 

• 14/4/25 NMC Action Items: Report received and is being reviewed by Council officers. 
             19/5/25 NMC Action Items: Report sent to DSG for comment.  

• NMC Action Items p27. Report sent to DSG for comment, awaiting response. 
• 18/8/25 NMC Action Items: 4/8/25 Letter sent to General Manager State Growth. 

















Note from Council planning department:
Site address is 204 Forest Hall Road, Cleveland
per the application documents

Note from Council planning department: CT 243828/1
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Part A - Information on the proponent: 

Prospect Timber and Landscape Supplies Pty Ltd have been operating a retail/wholesale 
landscape and timber yard, located at 65 Meander Valley Highway, Prospect, since May 
2005. 

 
In March 2008 the Company purchased and took over the sand mining operations at “Forest 
Hall”, Cleveland (Mining Lease 1711P/M). 

Late in 2012 the Company commenced exploratory works to begin the process of extending 
our lease area and to upgrade our mining license from level 3 (5,000m3 P/A) to level 2 
(20,000m3 P/A). We enlisted the services of Tritech Professional Services, AK consultants, 
RK Consulting Engineers and Forestry Tasmania who all provided documentation in support 
of our application. On the 1st of July 2014 we were granted a new lease area of 10.5HA 
(Mining Lease 1953 P/M). 

During this time, we have proven ourselves to be transparent and competent operators, 
conducting operations in accordance with the Environmental Management and Pollution 
Control Act and the Quarry Code of Practice May 2017. 

 

 

Part B - Information on the project: 

1. Description of project 

 
The land is zoned Agriculture under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme – Northern Midlands (the 
Planning Scheme). The sand mine operation is considered an Extractive Industry Use Class and 
is a Discretionary use within the Agricultural zone requiring a permit under the Land Use Planning 
and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPAA). 

 
Additionally, the sand mine operation is a Level 2 activity under the Environmental Management 
and Pollution Control Act 1994 requiring assessment by EPA and Mineral Resources Tasmania 
(MRT). 

 
Under the conditions applicable to our current permit- Planning Permit P13-008, We are seeking 
to increase the footprint of our previous lease area 1953P/M by 2.4 Ha. This expansion was 
granted by MRT on 27th November 2024 and is now part of lease 2130P/M (See MRT Lease 
Area in Appendix D). 

With minimal increase of material extraction (not exceeding our 20,000m3 P/A), we are seeking 
an extension of the land area for the existing Level 2 activity. Furthermore, it should be noted that 
part of the extended lease area will contain the settling pond and stockpile of white sand to 
prevent cross-contamination of product (Site Plan, Section 3, Figure 3). 

 
An Application and Marking out of the proposed lease extension area was submitted to MRT on 
06.12.23 with appropriate application fees paid. MRT entered the application to the Register on 
19.12.22, with a reference number MLA 2130P/M. This new lease was granted by MRT on the 
27.11.24. Site inspection has been carried out and assessment awaiting approvals from EPA and 
Northern Midlands Council. 

MLA 2130P/M covers the same area as mining lease 1953P/M with the addition of the 2.4ha 
expansion areas and replaces mining lease 1953P/M. 

Received
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In addition, we have submitted an application to surrender Mining Lease 1711P/M which is 
adjacent to our current Lease as the current area has reached it’s capacity and has been fully 
rehabilitated (approval pending). 

 
This will bring our total lease area to 12.9 Ha (see Site Survey in Section 3, Figure 2). 

 
The site is surrounded by adjoining Agricultural land with the closest sensitive use zoning being 
‘Village’ zoned titles associated with the township of Conara over 4.5km to the east. 

The over-burden is to be stripped, sand extracted and screened on-site, then rehabilitated with 
stockpiled over-burden to match existing contours of the surrounding area. 
A wheel loader and excavator will be used to extract the sand and rehabilitate. The sand, (some 
of which is required to be screened) will be processed utilizing a mobile trommel. 
The screen will be moved to each working area (not used in the one spot) to further minimize any 
impact on the one area and to keep the total working area to a minimum. As part of the re- 
classification and increased lease size we will not be increasing the amount of plant and 
equipment on site. 

The first area (Stage 1) to be worked and excavation to commence will be directly to the west of 
the existing workings. Stage 2 is located to the east of existing workings. Stage 3 is located within 
the previously approved lease area (1953P/M). 

 
Staged excavation is followed by progressive re-habilitation with the extractive area generally not 
exceeding 0.5ha. Clearing will be staged and limited areas cleared preceding mining. Normally 
small working areas approximately 200m x 100m, and only 2 working areas open at any one time 
prior to re-habilitation (see Part C:Section 17). Successive working areas will be selected 
according to the characteristics, i.e. colour, quantity and quality, of the sand required, whilst 
maintaining our commitment to leave remnant islands of vegetation (see Part C: Section 1). 
Depth of excavation is generally dictated by the natural contours of the sand deposit which can 
be up to 5m. 

Explosive blasting will not occur as part of the activity. The sand is easily accessed without any 
need for explosive blasting. The detailed process for extracting the sand is contained in Part C, 
section 17, of this “Environmental Effects Report”. 

 
The mining lease is proposed for a 10-year period and it is expected that there is sufficient 
material for an operational period of at least 20 plus years. The annual production quantity would 
not increase from our current 20,000m3 P/A limit. 

 
We currently do not anticipate any seasonal variations. 

 
Prospect Timber and Landscape Supplies Pty Ltd are not seeking any changes to our hours of 
operation, therefore we will still be governed by the Quarry Code of Practice May 2017, that is 
between 7.00 am to 7.00 pm weekdays and between 8.00 am and 4.00 pm Saturdays with no 
activities on Sundays or Public Holidays, which is in line with our approved DA P13-008, 
22.08.2013 
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2. Project area 

 
The current use of the site is under approved mining lease operations conducted by Prospect 
Timber and Landscape Supplies Pty Ltd. 

The project area requested is for an additional 2.4HA of land situated on land title number CT 
243828/1 and access road will pass through title numbers CT 36634/3 and CT36634/2. MRT 
have granted the new lease area with a reference number ML 2130P/M. ML 2130P/M covers 
the same area as previous mining lease 1953P/M with the addition of the 2.4ha expansion area. 

The land situated to the north-west, and north-east, of the mine site, between the mine site and 
the owner’s residence, is predominantly used for the cultivation of crops, mainly barley, potatoes 
and poppies. This current parcel of land is unsuitable for farming use and not able to be 
cultivated for cropping or used extensively for grazing livestock. 

 
The subject area is relatively flat, at approximately 210m above sea level, with a slight north 
easterly aspect. Soils at the site are mapped as Panshanger with Bloomfield soils on dolerite 
bedrock (Ps-Bo) which are soils on loose, windblown sand on gently undulating to rolling (3- 
32%) dunes and flanks and outcrops of dolerite hill slopes. Underlying geology is mapped as 
Cenozoic cover sequences (Qh), which are described as sand gravel and mud of alluvial, 
lacustrine, and littoral origin (Mineral Resources Tasmania 2010). 

 
Average annual rainfall for Ross (Site No. 093053) is 489mm (BOM 2022). There is no recorded 
fire history on the title (DNRET 2022). 

 
A total of 6.6ha of vegetation (including 5.5ha under the original lease 1953P/M) will be 
impacted by mining operations within lease area 2130P/M. Staged clearing and rehabilitation of 
the 5.5ha of threatened vegetation community Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and 
woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) within Stage 3 has been previously approved as part of 
lease 1953P/M and an offset area was proposed and has been managed by the proponent 
since 2012. 

 
While a large proportion of the 2.4ha extension area (Stages 1 and 2) are already disturbed 
from previous activities, approximately 0.6ha Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and woodland 
on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) and an additional 0.5ha of Midlands woodland complex (DMW) will 
be impacted by mining operations. 

It is important to note that the majority of the lease area has been extensively logged and 
cleared in the past. 

There is no water course or natural water body on the activity site itself. A small pond is located 
at approximately 8m and a larger dam approximately 40m from the lease extension area. An 
unnamed watercourse is located approximately 50m from the mining area. 

 
According to the Management of Acid and Metalliferous Drainage in Tasmania Good Practice 
Guidance 2020-2025 (MRT), the location of the mine is not within a mapped area of geology 
predisposed to acid mine drainage (AMD) and the likelihood of Potentially Acid Forming (PAF) 
material is low risk. 

Additionally, according to LIST Map Acid Sulfate Soil risk mapping, there are no acid sulfate 
soils found within the lease area. Therefore, no disturbance of potential acid sulfate soils as a 
result of the sand mine operation is expected. Additionally, this area has an extensive mining 
history and no acid sulfate soils have been recorded in the past. 

 
There are no permanent structures located on the current lease area or on the proposed 
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extension to the lease. A temporary site office is located on the northern end of the existing 
lease area (see Site Plan in Figure 3, Section 3). 

Access to the site is via Forest Hall Road. The property containing the lease is located at the 
end of Forest Hall Road, where onsite signage directs traffic flow to a single lane inbound 
access track to the west. Traffic leaves the site via the outbound access road to the east. See 
Figure 6, Section 3. 

The location of the nearest residence, being the land owner’s residence, is located 1.2km from 
the nearest boundary of the project area. There are no known sensitive uses located on the 
surrounding land. See Figure 6, Section 3. 

Received
03/10/2025



- 5 - 
 

 
 

 
3. Maps and Site Plans 

 

Figure 1. Location map provided by RMCG (Appendix A, Figure A2-1) shows position of current 
mining lease (2130 P/M) which incorporates previous lease 1953 P/M and extension area of 2.4 
ha on property “Forest Hall” - Forest Hall Road, Cleveland, situated on land title number F.R. 
243828/1, as operated by Prospect Timber & Landscape Supplies Pty Ltd. 
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Figure 2. Proposed mining lease extension has been prepared by Veris Tasmania. MRT have 
granted the application with a reference number MLA 2130P/M. MLA 2130P/M covers the same 
area as mining lease 1953P/M with the addition of the 2.4ha expansion area. 
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Figure 3. Lease 2130P/M Site Plan defines the area on which the activity will take place. It also 
shows the location of existing workings, proposed working areas, existing roads, areas currently 
under re-habilitation, locations of threatened species, water management (including settling 
pond) and watercourse. 
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Figure 4. Site Plan with Natural Values (Appendix A, Figure A2-4). Note records of Leucopogan 
virgatus var. brevifolius to be marked on site and avoided. 
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Figure 5. Natural Values and Offset Proposal Map (Appendix A, Figure A2-5) prepared by 
RMCG, showing extent of proposed area for offsetting and surrounding vegetation. 
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Figure 6. Proximity Plan showing proximity to sensitive uses (Tritech PTLS01, Appendix B). 

 
 

4. Rationale and Alternatives 
 

We have considered the proposed site to have the least environmental impact on the 
surrounding area as Prospect Timber & Landscape Supplies have been operating a sand mine 
in this location for the past 13 years. We have identified the areas containing sand deposits by 
digging test holes on the proposed project site and all adjacent areas. The proposed project 
area was chosen to limit impact on threatened vegetation communities/species and it is 
attached to our current lease area which minimizes the need for added roading to access the 
site. 

 
The 2.4HA proposed project site is an extension of our previous 10.5HA mining lease (1953 
P/M). As the site adjoins current operational areas, we anticipate minimal impact on the area 
because we will be utilising our existing infrastructure (road access into the site etc.) 

 
The previous mining lease sites (Mining Lease 1711 P/M and 1953 P/M) were chosen due to 
their deep sand deposits and the land was unsuitable for cropping/grazing. 

 
Only small working areas will be cleared at a time, approx. 100m x 200m, due to the depth of 
sand deposits. These areas will then be rehabilitated before other areas are opened for sand 
extraction. This will then minimize the amount of immediate disturbance and amount of dust 
from the exposed site. 

 
The vast majority of the project area to be cleared has already been extensively logged in the 
past, and the current vegetation is not suitable for cultivating crops, or for grazing livestock. 
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PART C – Potential environmental effects 

1. Flora, Fauna and geomorphology 

 
Flora and Fauna 

 
Clearing will occur in small working areas of approximately 100m x 200m, scattered over the entire 
12.9 HA mining lease site, over the expected 20 plus year life of the activity. Each working area will 
remain in use until the sand has been extracted prior to a new working area being established, and 
each used working area will be rehabilitated to meet the approval of Mineral Resources Tasmania 
and the Environmental Protection Authority, as soon as practicable after being completed. 

All rehabilitation will be carried out under strict adherence to the rehabilitation conditions detailed in 
the permit environmental conditions. 

As per our current operating procedures, topsoil over-burden from new workings in the proposed 
lease area will be used (wherever possible) where it will provide propagules for rehabilitated sites. 

 
In addition to the planned retention of remnant “islands” within the sand mining area to provide a 
seed source for native species, the revegetation planning for the site will incorporate a program 
that aims to establish a similar suite of species to that currently existing. 

 
Native vegetation or potential habitat for native fauna will be cleared or disturbed as part of this 
proposal. An on site assessment, along with a detailed flora and fauna report which addresses 
threatened species that have been recorded in the area, has been prepared by RMCG, and extracts 
have been included in this Environmental Report (refer Appendix A for full report). 

 
A total of 6.6ha of vegetation (including 5.5ha under the original lease 1953P/M) will be 
impacted by mining operations within lease area 2130P/M. Staged clearing and rehabilitation of 
the 5.5ha of threatened vegetation community Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and 
woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) within Stage 3 has been previously approved and an 
offset area was proposed and has been managed by the proponent since 2012. 

 
While a large proportion of the 2.4ha extension area (Stages 1 and 2) are already disturbed 
from previous activities, approximately 0.6ha of threatened vegetation community Eucalyptus 
amygdalina inland forest and woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) and an additional 0.5ha of 
Midlands woodland complex (DMW) will be impacted by mining operations. 

The clearing of threatened vegetation communities is constrained under the Nature 
Conservation Act 2002 and Forest Practices Act 1985. Where approval for clearing or 
conversion of a threatened community is sought, it is usual that offsets are required as a 
mitigation of unavoidable impacts. An area of surrounding vegetation mapped and previously 
assessed as DAZ (AK Consultants 2012) has been historically managed by the proponent as an 
offset area for the original mining lease area. This arrangement is currently in the process of 
being formalised and will incorporate the offsetting of the additional 0.6ha of DAZ proposed in 
this lease extension. There is considered to be adequate area of equal or better condition DAZ 
immediately adjacent the sand mine operations which meet the recommended 5:1 offset ratio of 
minimum 10ha. Additionally, rehabilitation areas from past mining areas are regenerating to 
communities with DAZ characteristics, which will be taken into consideration when formalising 
offset arrangements. 

 
While the 0.5ha area attributed to Midlands woodland complex DMW does not meet the 
thresholds for the threatened vegetation community of ‘Eucalyptus Ovata forest and woodland’ 
there is adequate (more than 5 times) area of similar vegetation composition and condition 
included in the potential offset area also. 

Received
03/10/2025



- 12 - 
 

 
The threatened flora species Leucopogon virgatus var. brevifolius was identified within the lease 
area. Operations within the lease area will disturb approximately 18 individual plants and a 
separate management plan (see Appendix C) has been prepared to ensure that the impact to 
the overall viability, integrity and geographical extent of the population at the site is mitigated, 
monitored and actively managed through follow up surveys for Leucopogon virgatus var. 
brevifolius after the rehabilitation phase to ensure the species and associated habitat 
requirements are indeed recolonising across the disturbed areas. 

 
Marginal habitat was identified for an additional 11 threatened flora species within the lease 
area. The Flora and Fauna report concludes that due to the site history, current level of 
disturbance, visibility and survey effort during multiple seasons of this site and surrounding area 
(including peak flowering times in mid November), it is considered unlikely that the species are 
present at the site and therefore there is a low risk that they will be disturbed. 

 
No threatened fauna or fauna nests and dens were identified within the lease area, however, 
potential foraging habitat was identified for Dasyurus maculatus spotted-tail quolls, Dasyurus 
viverrinus eastern quolls, Sarcophilus harrisii Tasmanian devils and Aquila audax subsp. fleayi 
wedge-tailed eagles and marginal habitat was identified for Perameles gunnii eastern barred 
bandicoot. Due to the staged nature of the mining operation and rehabilitation requirements, the 
works within the lease area is expected to present a low risk of impacting these species. 

Potential impact on sensitive avifauna during breeding seasons is highly unlikely due to no 
known raptor nests within 2km of the mining lease area. 

Roadkill impacts from vehicles, specifically in relation to the Tasmanian Devil (Sarcophilus 
harrisii) is unlikely/considered low risk due to: 
Majority of cartage occurring outside of the ‘night time period’ (ie after 1 hour after sunrise and 
before 1 hour before sunset). 
condition of access roads (including railway line with no warning lights on Forest Hall Road) 
requiring slow driving speeds of vehicles. 
Slow traffic due to presence of lifestock on access road to mine (cattle grids are used on 
gateways). 
Zero past history of threatened species roadkill during cartage/access to mine site during 
several years of operation by PTLS. 

 
It is noted that the Natural Values Report in Appendix A that the natural values assessment is 
largely focused on the expansion areas to the original lease (ie Stages 1 and 2). This is due to 
the area that is now Stage 3 being previously surveyed (as part of the original lease 1953P/M) 
with a condition to undertake a Spring survey prior to works occurring in this area. The timing of 
works before Stage 3 is entered may exceed 2 years, therefore a Spring survey is best 
undertaken at a later date (ie during the Spring immediately before works are anticipated to 
extend into this area, as per condition on the original permit for lease 1953P/M). This is included 
in our Management Commitments in Part D. 

 
 

Offsets and mitigation 
 

The Flora and Fauna Report (Appendix A) discusses potential offset measures and previously assessed 
as DAZ (AK Consultants 2012) and have been historically managed by Prospect Timber and Landscape 
Supplies as offset areas for the original mining lease area. This arrangement is currently in the 
process of being formalized with NRE and will incorporate the offsetting of the additional 0.6ha of 
DAZ in this proposed lease extension. 

 
Proposed offsets are made in consideration of the Forest Practices Authority Offset policy, 
which requires a ratio of 5:1, and the metric allows for a reduction of this ratio for areas of 
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vegetation in good condition. As such an area of approximately 40ha will be required for 
offsetting (see Figure 5, Section C 

Weed and Disease Management 

 
One declared weed species slender thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus) has been recorded 

onsite and there are a number of declared weed species present on adjacent titles including 

gorse (Ulex europaeus). PTLS is committed to managing any weed species which may 

emerge at the site and we have developed a weed management plan which describes methods 

for the monitoring and control of existing and any emerging declared weeds within the site 

(refer Appendix E). 

 
The management and control measures and operational protocols in the weed 

management plan is provided to all employees and contractors involved in site works and the 

transport of machinery and materials into and off site. The quarry manager monitors and 

enforces adherence to the measures and operational protocols detailed in the plan. 

 
No Phytophthora cinnamomi, has been identified within 1km of the subject titles. 

Additionally, we undertakes regular assessment for Phytophthora cinnamomi and the 

mine has a Phytophthora cinnamomi free status. The operation is also subject to 

washdown protocols are per the Tasmanian Quarry Code of Practice (EPA 2017) and 

EPA Permit Conditions. 

 
Quarry hygiene will be stringent with wash down procedures for visiting machinery being 

performed in strict adherence to the DPIPWE (2015) Weed and Disease Planning and 

Hygiene Guidelines - Preventing the spread of weeds and diseases in Tasmania and no 

materials from other locations will be stored or dumped within the quarry area. 

 
A designated washdown area is located within the existing lease area for washdown of 

vehicles upon entry/exit where required. This site is located approximately 100m from a 

small pond to the south east and 120m from the watercourse to north east. Additionally, 

a vegetative buffer will be maintained and monitored for weed incursion (see Site Plan, 

Figure 4, Section 3). 

 
Geo-conservation  Sites 

 
The existing lease is situated on previously listed Geoconservation site ‘Macquarie River 

Valley Sandsheets’. This listing no longer exists and no further consideration is required 

(Flora and Fauna Report (refer Appendix A)). 
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2. Rivers, creeks, wetlands and estuaries 

 
There is no water course or natural water body on the activity site itself and the proposal 

will not result in the filling or excavating, or the impoundment, of a river, creek, wetland or 

estuary. 

 
A small pond is located at approximately 8m from the lease extension area and a larger 

dam approximately 40m from the lease extension area. A unnamed watercourse is 

located approximately 50m from the mining area. Lease boundaries will be clearly 

marked to ensure machinery does not enter these areas beyond the lease boundaries. 

 
The proposed site is relatively flat with no surface drainage apparent due to the porosity of 

the sands. Drainage of water within the quarried areas will be through sandy soils along the 

lower (eastern) portion of the lease and directed into a settling pond (as shown on 

Figure 3 in Section C). 

 
The mining operation is located within a very small catchment area of approximately 

5.65km2. The proposed settling pond over an area of approximately 1000m2 at a 

maximum 1m depth, has a maximum holding capacity of approximately 1ML. 

 
Any emergency discharge is diverted to vegetated areas to the east prior to reaching 

the existing drainage line approximately 70m to the east. 

 
Given the nature of the sand material onsite and its natural drainage properties, the 

catchment area and past operational experience onsite, the proposed site and sizing 

is considered appropriate. 

 
All roading within the lease will ensure that runoff is directed into vegetative buffers or 

previously mined areas and not directly to water courses. Some pooling may occur in low 

lying quarry and rehabilitation areas, but this should be short term and filtered by sands 

before entering the watercourse. 

 
3. Significant areas 

 
The proposed lease extension is not located within or adjacent to an existing National 

Park, State Reserve, Regional Reserve or Nature Reserve. 

 
There is an existing conservation covenant on the neighboring property to the west of 

the project area which will not be impacted by operations. 

 
4. Coastal zone – not applicable to this EER 

 
5. Marine areas – not applicable to this EER 

 
6. Air emissions 

 
Sources of dust from the operation are predominately from vehicles on the access road, 

there is also dust generated from the worked out areas, stockpiles and screening. The 

proposal will not increase existing dust emissions as it is an extension to the existing extractive 

area, not an increase in the extraction or processing limits. 
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The prevailing winds are generally north westerly during the drier periods. The closest 
dwelling to the north west is 2.3km from the lease area. 

 
There is no current indication of a dust nuisance to the residences from current operations, 
the closest of which is located 1.2km north from the closest proposed mining lease 
boundary. See Proximity Plan (Figure 6, Section 3). 

 
In the event of dust from trucks carting sand causing a dust nuisance, a water cart will be 
provided for dust suppression, if necessary. Water is obtained from a bore on the property 
and is readily available. 

 
Dust emissions are currently managed by only clearing small working areas at a time (refer 
Part C: Section 1) and the site will continue to be operated in this manner, thus minimizing 
sand blow. Stockpiles will be located on the quarry floor which will give some protection 
from the prevailing north westerly winds thereby reducing dust transmission and to further 
minimize dust generated during the loading process, the bucket drop distance will be kept 
low. 

 
The rehabilitation of each working area after use will also ensure that dust emissions will not 
spread to neighboring areas. 

 
7. Liquid effluent 

 
There are no liquid effluents other than stormwater runoff, as no water is used in the sand 
mining process. 

Stormwater has been addressed under Part C: Section 2. 

 
8. Solid wastes 

 
There will be minimal solid wastes. Drums will be located on site for the storage of any 
general wastes (e.g. food scraps, packaging, grease cartridges, rags, Envirosorb matting 
etc.)prior to removal to an authorized disposal site. 

 
A chemical toilet is located on site in the site transportable site office located within our 
lease area on the property. Waste from the chemical toilet will be removed from the site and 
disposed of at an authorized dump point. 

 
The waste generated from screening on site, i.e. tailings from the screening process 
(usually 1-2% of total sand pushed, and consisting of small lumps of clay, stones and deep 
roots) is an important part of our rehabilitation process, the details of which is covered in 
Part C: Section 17 rehabilitation. 

 

 
9. Noise emissions 

 
Noise levels will be limited to the plant and machinery operating on site, being a wheel loader, 
excavator and mobile trommel. Due to the remote location of the site (which is screened by 
vegetation and situated in a depression), and the distance to main roads, houses, and 
existing infrastructure, the operation would not result in nuisance noise emissions beyond 
the site boundary. The closest residence is located 1.2km from the closest mining lease 
boundary. 
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Due to the nature of the material, being sand, many of the usual noise emissions relating to 
quarrying, such as material handling and truck loading, will be at a considerably reduced 
level. 

Size of power of the main pieces of equipment comprise of the following: 
Hyandai 23 tonne excavator (170 hp) 
Trommel screen 8tonne (44 hp) 
Hyandai 780 loader 12.5tonne (345 hp) 
Case W20C 9tonne (120 hp) 

Quarry Code of Practice operating hours will be followed (refer Part B: Section 1) 

 
10. Transport impacts 

 
There will be no increased vehicle flow on Forest Hall Road or The Midland Highway as part 
of this EER. This due to the request to increase our lease area not increase production. As 
stated in the existing Traffic Impact Assessment (Appendix G), based on the loading of 
trucks individually at a single load site with a four minute load time and with a 2 truck fleet, 
indications are that potential cartage of up to 5 trips per day is likely. 

 
All traffic movements are limited to within the operating hours of 0700 to 1900 on weekdays 
and 0800 to 1600 on Saturdays as per current permit conditions. 

Access to the site is via Forest Hall Road. The property containing the lease is located at 
the end of Forest Hall Road, where onsite signage directs traffic flow to a single lane 
inbound access track to the west. Traffic leaves the site via the outbound access road to the 
east. See Figure 6, Part A, Section 3. 

We will utilize existing infrastructure within the “Forest Hall” property and no new roading will 
need to be constructed. 

 
11. Other off-site impacts 

 
The proposal has the potential to generate noise and dust issues created by trucks 
travelling along the unsealed access road to the Midlands Highway and these issues are 
addressed in Part B: Section 6 Air Emissions, Part B: Section 9 Noise Emissions & Part B: 
Section 10 Transport Impacts. 

There is no current indication of a dust nuisance to the residences, the closest of which is 
located 1.2km from the closest proposed mining lease boundary. In the event of dust from 
trucks carting sand causing a dust nuisance, a water cart will be provided for dust 
suppression, if necessary. 

 
The main access road to the property is already used by vehicles including agricultural 
vehicles. 

 
The proposal does not have the potential to generate any other off-site impacts. There are 
no other sensitive uses. 

 
12. Dangerous substances and chemicals 

 
The proposal will involve the use of fuels and oils to operate the plant and machinery on 
site, but it will be contained in fuel drums located on the back of a motor utility and only 
brought onto the site as required, not stored on site. 
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Fuel quantities brought onto the project site on a required basis therefore would not exceed 
200litres. Refueling is always undertaken on the roaded areas, not within the sand pit. 

To prevent spillage from over filling machinery, our refueling tank is fitted with an automatic 
shut off nozzle. “Envirosorb” matting is placed under machinery at the time of refueling as 
an added precaution from spillage. Envirosorb matting absorbs oil, fuel, diesel, petrol, and 
other hydrocarbons, and is effective on land and water. A sufficient quantity of “Envirosorb” 
matting will be kept on site to absorb a substantial spill of up to 200litres. There are also spill 
kits located onsite in case of oil/fuel spill. 

All machinery is transported back to our Prospect yard for steam cleaning prior to any 
servicing and maintenance. Only occasional top up of oil is done on site, and once again 
“Envirosorb” matting is employed as a precaution against spillage. 

 
Plant will be maintained so that the risk of leaks is minimised. 

 

 
13. Site contamination 

 
There are no contaminations on site as a result of previous activities. 

 
14. Sustainability and climate change 

 
The nature of this mining operation does not require the use of any water. 

 
Impacts of climate change for the Midlands – The region is predicted to experience reduced 
rainfall and a mean temperature change of 2.9 degrees over the 21st century (Climate 
Futures, Tasmania). 

 
We do not expect that this will have any impact on our proposed operation, apart from the 
potential to increased fire risk. Fire threat is covered in the company’s Occupation Health & 
Safety policy for the pit site. 

 
Machines and vehicles are equipped with fire extinguishers. Prospect Timber and 
Landscape Supplies have invested in a mobile 400LT Fire-fighting tanker to retain on site 
and the property owner also has a water tanker available for use should it be required. We 
have full access to dam water for re-filling tankers. 

 
Sources of greenhouse gas emissions are limited to combustion of hydrocarbons in the 
machinery used in the extraction and screening of the sand. 

 
Prospect Timber & Landscape Supplies Pty Ltd are committed to reducing the footprint of 
the operation and we are constantly improving our plant, equipment and processes to 
regularly maintain and service equipment to ensure efficient fuel use. 

15. Cultural heritage 

 
An Aboriginal Heritage Assessment Report including field survey was undertaken 

at the site in accordance with the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1975 

and Aboriginal Heritage Tasmanian (AHT) standards and procedures. The 

proposed activity will be carried out in accordance with the avoidance and 

mitigation advice recommended in the Aboriginal Heritage Assessment report and 

the processes outlined in the Unanticipated Discovery Plan. 

The site is not included on the Tasmanian Heritage Register or Tasmanian Historic Places 
Inventory and no other historic heritage (buildings, places or landscapes) are relevant to the 
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site. 

 
16. Sites of high public interest 

 
The project site is not located within or adjacent to a site of high public interest and is 
accessible through locked gate on private property. 

 
As stated in correspondence received from EPA Tasmania dated 17th August 2021, “the 
activity will be assessed as class 2 because the extension to the existing activity is a small 
scale proposal with impacts local and likely to be minor in extent which may readily be 
mitigated with appropriate management, and there is unlikely to be significant public 
interest”. 

 
17. Rehabilitation 

 
Figure 2 

The sand sheets at the 

site lay on a hardpan 

clay base, which 

generally follows the 

original land contours. To 

access the sand, we 

firstly remove bracken 

fern, stumps and old 

logs from the surface 

area, then topsoil is 

windrowed to reveal the 

underlying sand. This 

sand is then pushed 

into a pile leaving the 

flat hardpan surface 

(see Figure 2 left). 

 
Note: Stumps and old logs previously removed, as above, will be scattered about the area 
to aid re- colonization of fauna. 

Once the sand is screened and removed, tailings from the screening process, (usually 1-2% 
of total sand pushed, and consisting of small lumps of clay, stones and deep roots) are used 
to fill any uneven ground, or against steep edges. This helps to eliminate erosion banks. 
Soil from windrow is then dozed back evenly over the area. 

Received
03/10/2025




	6.1 Council Committees - Confirmation of Minutes
	6.1.1 MINUTE S_ Cressy District Committee 2025-11-26 final
	6.1.2 ECIC minutes 9 Dec 2025
	6.1.3 LIFFEY MINUTES DECEMBER 2025 MEETING
	6.1.4 MINUTES of MPMC General Meeting Wednesday 10 th December 2025
	6.1.5 13 January 2026 RCSC Agenda
	6.1.6 LDC Minutes 7 January and Addendum combined
	11.1 PLN-21-0104; Expansion of Extractive Pit (Sand), 204 Forest Hall Road, Cleveland
	11.1.1 Planning Application Proposal
	11.1.2 Folio Plans

